
He named him Charlie. Charlie was a 

Marmoset Monkey. You could find Charlie 

either climbing through the rafters or 

removing Allan’s socks. This just made Allan 

laugh and smile.  

Now, it is 2019 and Allan Drake has retired, 

had children, gotten married, loved and lost 

pets, and moved into an apartment inside 

Richmond Villa in St. Peter’s, Nova Scotia. 

THE END 

 

 

 

	

	 	 Allan Drake was born October 11, 1931. He 

was born and raised in Newfoundland, 

Canada so, as people say, he is full Newfie. In 

his family he had nine other siblings. Money 

was hard and having the 10 children made it 

harder. 

 

When Allan went to school he had to walk 

many miles on trails, through muck and snow, 

as there was no such thing as “snow-plows” 

or roads. Since Newfoundland is known for 

being cold, the winters were pretty bad, so 

he and his nine siblings would walk in a line,  
 
	

	



the oldest in front pushing the snow away 

with their body. When they would arrive to 

school they would be freezing cold, and 

looking for warmth, but electrical heat and 

running water wasn’t in schools at the time. 

Someone from the class would go down and 

shovel coal into the furnace. 

 

When he was older Allan picked up a trade. 

He started working as on bridges and docks. 

One day, when Allan was working, he heard 

a huge splash and he knew right away that  

 

 

 

	 	

someone fell over the docks. He jumped in 

without thinking and grabbed the person 

who fell, risking his own life. He was a hero. 

Allan saved many other people after that, 

too, and is very happy that he did. There 

were many safety and health risks back then. 

One day, while he was working, Allan himself 

had a terrible fall. He broke his leg and lost a 

part of his finger. But, he saw it as just a part 

of life and, as always, kept on smiling. 

A few years after Allan was on a boat tour 

and going down a river when, all of a 

sudden, a monkey fell out of a tree into the 

boat. Allan fell in love with the monkey and 

decided to take him home.  

 

	 	 	 	

	


